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Swami Chidrupananda
Acharya Chinmaya Mission
Noida

- J

GREAT LEARNING THROUGH THIS TREASURE

A person with inspiration stands like Himalayas and remains
unshaken in his commitment in the midst of all challenges. Only
when life is full of inspiration, it is "living". A life without inspiration is
a burden to the family, society, and country, as well as the whole
world. Such a person consumes all the planet's resources and gives
back nothing positive but only pain to the people around. Therefore,
inspiration is the key to lead a quality life.

| have gone through VIJAYA PATHAM which is compiled by Shri
B S Sarma Ji in a very thoughtful manner. He has given practical
examples for every aspect of vital leadership qualities. The reader
can gain immense knowledge by reading this text, which is sourced
from our ancient scripts, as mentioned by the author. Each aspect
of leadership is itself a vast subject to deal with adequately. However,
Shri Sarma Ji has beautifully collected all the thoughts in a book
form. Readers can get a glimpse into the wealth of knowledge in
our scriptures. This book is a beautiful collection of brilliant traits
that a leader must inculcate into his life. | appreciate Shri Sarma Ji
for this idea of bringing ancient thoughts in the form of a book.

Many books on leadership are available, where the authors have
tried to put some facets of leadership. However, it is a secret and
sacred science. Secret because it is not known unless it is learned,
either from an external teacher or an internal teacher called
experience. There are two characteristics of a leader. First, to live
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for the vision and carry the team with him or her. Second, to
demonstrate whatever he or she expects from the team and lead
from the front. In Shrimad Bhagawad Geeta Shri Krishna says to
Arjuna that (see chapter 3.21), 'Whatever actions great persons
perform, common people follow. Whatever standards they set, all
the world pursues.' Remember! Everyone is a role model to someone,
either in the house or in society. Hence, all of us are carrying the
responsibility to demonstrate noble virtues in our lives.

There are two kinds of qualities that a leader should master in
his or her field. The first quality is to live as a great human being
exhibiting all humane qualities. Remember! A leader is a human
being, and so are his/her followers. So, this quality of humanity forms
the basis and paves the way for a spontaneous flow of the second
quality of leadership, which is professional knowledge. Such a leader
and the team together will enjoy the flow of progress and develop
individual special skills such as courage to face challenges and stay
together in bad times.

For a leader, there could be a variety of challenges that he or
she needs to face in his/her lifetime. Often many such typical
challenges are enumerated in the books. However, | would like to
mention two episodes from the Mahabharata with their short analysis.
These excerpts are from the part where Shri Dronacharya was
teaching his students, Kauravas and Pandavas. (Pandavas are also
from the same tree of Kuru dynasty).

Known but unexpected challenges:-

One day, Guru Dronacharya went along with his disciples to take
a bath in the Ganges. Suddenly one crocodile had caught the calf
of Dronacharya's leg. Even though he could free himself, he shouted
for help. All of his students got stunned and did not know what to
do. It was Arjuna, who shot five arrows at the crocodile under the
water and killed it. Arjuna did not panic in that situation, which made
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Drona incredibly happy. Arjuna had demonstrated his leadership
qualities here when no one else could help their Guru.

We may know about things, but we are not prepared. Although
all the others knew how to kill an animal, they were also capable
but could not rise to the occasion. A leader must be prepared to
face any challenge anytime. A leader has skill but may not be
prepared to face a situation. So ‘be prepared’ is the mantra to face
unexpected situations efficiently.

Unknown and unexpected challenges: -

Once Drona had put all his students to another test. They were
all blindfolded. No one could see anything. He made a mud doll
and said - "l will drop this mud doll in the waters. Shoot it before it
dissolves into the water." Remember, all of them were blindfolded.

The moment the mud doll would fall in the waters was
unexpected. The target was also unknown since they could not
see it.

Arjuna hit the target before it dissolved by listening to the small
sounds made by the doll and the water, while the doll was sinking
and dissolving. Guru was incredibly happy to see Arjuna's skill. A
leader should develop the capacity to identify such faintly visible
problems and shoot them before they melt and run into the system.
Please think about this.

| wish this book finds a place in many houses and stands as a
ready-made guide to the present and future leaders. | wish every
reader a great learning experience through this treasure.

With best wishes
Swami Chidrupananda
Acharya Chinmaya Mission, Noida
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